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BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
CRESSKILL BERGEN COUNTY NEW JERSEY 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING   OCTOBER 20, 2010 
 
1. Frank DeCarlo led the Salute to the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. The Borough Clerk announced that this is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of which at least 48 hours’ notice has been given by posting in the Borough Hall, 
publication in The Press Journal and The Record and delivery to all members of the 
governing body. 

 
3. Mayor Romeo called the meeting to order at 7:39 P.M. 
 
4. Present:  Council Members Brennan, Cleary, Mueller, Tsigounis 

Also Present:  Attorney Salvatore, Borough Officials Vaccaro, Laufeld, McKim, Chief 
Wrixon  

 Absent:  Council Members Olmo, Savas   
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
5. Minutes of the following meetings: 
 
  Community Center Board of Trustees Sept. 20, 2010 
  Planning Board    Sept. 28, 2010 
 
 Filed. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS 
 
6. Council Member Tsigounis said she attended the Woman’s Club meeting where Mayor 

Romeo spoke about the future plans for Cresskill.  These women do a lot for our 
community and I encourage anyone to stop by and see what they are about.   

 
 Council Member Cleary said the Fire Dept. participated in the Fire Chief’s parade. 
 
 Council Member Mueller said New Jersey Transit is putting in new bus stops on Madison 

Avenue.  We are watching that they put them in safe locations.   
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
ORDINANCE ON FINAL READING 
 
Ordinance No. 10-19-1398 – Amend Chapter 275, Zoning, Article XXIX –Affordable Housing 
 
7. Motion at 7:41 P.M. by Council Member Tsigounis and seconded by Council Member 

Brennan to introduce Ordinance No. 10-19-1398 - Amend Chapter 275, Zoning, Article 
XXIX –Affordable Housing on final reading by title only. 

 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
8. Council Member Tsigounis read the title: 
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AMEND CHAPTER 275, ZONING, 
ARTICLE XXIX – AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

 
(Ordinance in full on pages 155A through 155P of Minutes of Regular 

Mayor and Council Meeting held October 6, 2010.) 
 

9. The Borough Clerk announced that the ordinance was published in The Press Journal on 
October 7, 2010, posted in the Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public. 

 
10. Mayor Romeo opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk 

Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
11. Richard Calabrese, 42 Engle Street asked if Section 3(b), sub-section 3iii compensates for 

regular income rent apartments as well as low-income rent apartments.  Borough Clerk 
Nasuto said it is for moderate and low-income apartments, both of which qualify as 
COAH apartments.  Mrs. Nasuto said to qualify they have to apply and be approved by 
COAH and the apartment has to stay with the house for 10 years.   

 Mr. Calabrese said he knows of a home with an illegal apartment and asked if they could 
get the $20,000 subsidy.  Mayor Romeo said we would only give the money to make the 
apartment if it fits the Borough code exactly.  The apartment has to have a separate 
entrance to fit the code.  Mr. Calabrese did not want to give the name and address of the 
home he was referring to.  

 
 Frank DeCarlo, 191 Brookside Avenue asked if the 10 year cap on accessory apartments 

is renewable.  Mayor Romeo said it is, but it would not count as a new COAH apartment.                     
 
12. No one else wished to be heard. 

 
13. Motion by Council Member Tsigounis and seconded by Council Member Brennan to 

close the public hearing. 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
14. Resolution by Council Member Tsigounis and seconded by Council Member Brennan: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 10-19-1398, entitled: 

 
 AMEND CHAPTER 275, ZONING,  

ARTICLE XXIX – AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
 
pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 
 

Ordinance No. 10-20-1399 – Amend Chapter 275, Zoning, Article XXXV –Accessory 
Apartment Program 
 
15.  Motion at 7:53 P.M. by Council Member Tsigounis and seconded by Council Member 

Brennan to introduce Ordinance No. 10-20-1399 – Amend Chapter 275, Zoning, Article 
XXXV –Accessory Apartment Program on final reading by title only. 

 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
16. Council Member Tsigounis read the title: 
 

AMEND CHAPTER 275, ZONING, 
ARTICLE XXXV – ACCESSORY APARTMENT PROGRAM 

 
(Ordinance in full on pages 155Q through 155S of Minutes of Regular 

Mayor and Council Meeting held October 6, 2010.) 
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17. The Borough Clerk announced that the ordinance was published in The Press Journal on 
October 7, 2010, posted in the Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public. 

 
18. Mayor Romeo opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk 

Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
19. No one wished to be heard. 

 
20. Motion by Council Member Tsigounis and seconded by Council Member Brennan to 

close the public hearing. 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
21. Resolution by Council Member Tsigounis and seconded by Council Member Brennan: 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 10-20-1399, entitled: 

 
AMEND CHAPTER 275, ZONING,  

ARTICLE XXXV – ACCESSORY APARTMENT PROGRAM 
 
pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 
 

Ordinance No. 10-21-1400 – Amend Chapter 275-125 – Affirmative Marketing Plan 
 
22.  Motion at 7:54 P.M. by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member 

Cleary to introduce Ordinance No. 10-21-1400 – Amend Chapter 275-125 – Affirmative 
Marketing Plan on final reading by title only. 

 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
23. Council Member Mueller read the title: 
 

AMEND CHAPTER 275-125 – AFFIRMATIVE MARKETING PLAN  
 

(Ordinance in full on pages 156A through 156C of Minutes of Regular 
Mayor and Council Meeting held October 6, 2010.) 

 
24. The Borough Clerk announced that the ordinance was published in The Record on 

October 8, 2010, posted in the Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public. 
 
25. Mayor Romeo opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk 

Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
26. No one wished to be heard. 

 
27. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Brennan to close 

the public hearing. 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
28. Resolution by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Brennan: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 10-21-1400, entitled: 

 
AMEND CHAPTER 275-125 – AFFIRMATIVE MARKETING PLAN  

 
pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
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Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 

 
Ordinance No. 10-22-1401–Amend Chapter 275 – Article XXI, TR, Townhouse Residence Zone 
 
29. Motion at 7:56 P.M. by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member 

Cleary to introduce Ordinance No. 10-22-1401–Amend Chapter 275 – Article XXI, TR, 
Townhouse Residence Zone on final reading by title only. 

 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
30. Council Member Mueller read the title: 
 

AMEND CHAPTER 275 – ARTICLE XXI  
TR, TOWNHOUSE RESIDENCE ZONE 

 
(Ordinance in full on pages 157A through 157G of Minutes of Regular 

Mayor and Council Meeting held October 6, 2010.) 
 

31. The Borough Clerk announced that the ordinance was published in The Press Journal on 
October 7, 2010, posted in the Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public. 

 
32. Mayor Romeo opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk 

Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
33.  Mayor Romeo explained the (4) ordinances just passed are for our COAH Certification. 
  
 No one else wished to be heard. 

 
34. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Brennan to close 

the public hearing. 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
35. Resolution by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 10-22-1401, entitled: 

 
AMEND CHAPTER 275 – ARTICLE XXI  
TR, TOWNHOUSE RESIDENCE ZONE 

 
pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
36. Borough Clerk Nasuto explained all items on the Consent Agenda.   
 

************ 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
*Resolutions 
 
37. WHEREAS, the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Farmland & Historic 

Preservation Trust Fund (“County Trust Fund”), provides matching grants to municipal 
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governments and to nonprofit organizations for assistance in the development or 
redevelopment of municipal recreation facilities; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Cresskill desires to further the public interest by obtaining a 
matching grant of $35,000 from the County Trust Fund to fund the following project 
Third Street Recreational Complex Pavilion; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has reviewed the County Trust Fund Program 
Statement, and the Trust Fund Municipal Program Park Improvement application and 
instructions and desires to make an application for such a matching grant and provide 
application information and furnish such documents as may be required; and, 
 
WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the Mayor and Council will hold a public 
hearing on October 20, 2010 to receive comments prior to the submission of said 
application; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Bergen shall determine whether the application is complete 
and in conformance with the scope and intent of the County Trust Fund; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Cresskill is willing to use the County Trust Fund in 
accordance with such rules, regulations and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into 
an agreement with the County of Bergen for the above named project. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Cresskill: 
 
1. That it is hereby authorized to submit the above completed project application to 

the County by the deadline of October 8, 2010, as established by the County; and 
 
2. That, in the event of a County Trust Fund award that may be less than the grant 

amount requested above, the applicant has, or will secure, the balance of funding 
necessary to complete the project, or modify the project as necessary; and, 

 
3. That the applicant is committed to providing a dollar for dollar cash match for the 

project; and 
 

4. That the applicant agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local 
laws, rules, and regulations in its performance of the project; and 

 
5. That this resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
38. WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118, the governing body of a municipality is 

empowered to create and establish, as an executive and enforcement function of municipal 
government, a police department; and, 

 
  WHEREAS, the Cresskill Police Department has been created pursuant to said statute; and,  

 
  WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:14-118, the Chief of Police is the head of the police 

force and controls hours and schedules of police dispatchers; and 
 

  WHEREAS, the Chief of Police has recommended that Robert Schiraldi’s employment as 
part-time dispatcher be terminated. 

 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill that Robert Schiraldi be and is hereby terminated as a police department 
dispatcher. 

 
39. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that Bergen County 

Department of Health Services be, and hereby is, authorized to perform the 2010-2011 
Flu/pneumococcal Program for this municipality at a cost of $110/flu (10 dose pack) for 
vaccine administered. 
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40.  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the following 
October 2010 payroll be ratified and approved: 

 
  October 22, 2010 
 

   Current Fund    $ 248,639.28 
   Social Security/Medicare       10,261.35 
   Community Center          1,791.34 
        $ 260,691.97 

 
41. WHEREAS, ANDEW C. BROWN is the owner of real estate known as Block 301, Lot 

33 and better known as 35 Adams Drive, Cresskill, New Jersey; and 
 
WHEREAS, ANDREW C. BROWN has made application to the Tax Court of New 
Jersey to have the assessments of the property listed above adjusted; and 
 
WHEREAS, the parties to said action have agreed upon an adjustment of the 
assessments; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor & Council are satisfied that, all things considered, the settlement, 
as set forth below, is reasonable; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Cresskill that the adjustments of the assessment of the property specified herein be and 
are hereby ratified as follows: 

 
Block   Lot   Street Address 
 
301   33              35 Adams Drive 
 
 

Original      County Board  Requested Tax 
Year: 2009              Assessment           Judgment            Court Judgment 

 
LAND               $   671,300   DIRECT    $   671,300 
IMPROVEMENTS   $1,267,700  APPEAL    $   878,700 

 
TOTAL          $1,939,000       $1,550,000 
 

Original      County Board  Requested Tax 
Year: 2010             Assessment           Judgment            Court Judgment 

 
LAND               $   671,300  DIRECT    $   671,300 
IMPROVEMENTS   $1,267,700  APPEAL    $   878,700   
TOTAL                     $1,939,000       $1,550,000 

                      
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Morrison Mahoney LLP be, and hereby are, 
authorized to execute the Stipulation of Settlement memorializing the settlement of the 
matter on behalf of the Borough of Cresskill; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the proper officials be, and hereby are, authorized to 
make the necessary adjustments to the assessment. 

  
Miscellaneous Business 
 
42.  Approve the following Raffle Licenses: 
 
  RL 1300  HSA St. Therese School  November 5, 2010 
  RL 1301  HSA St. Therese School  November 5, 2010  
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REMARKS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE CONSENT AGENDA 
ONLY [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
43. No one wished to be heard. 
 
44. Motion by Council Member Tsigounis and seconded by Council Member Brennan to 

close the meeting to remarks on agenda items. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
45. Motion by Council Member Tsigounis and seconded by Council Member Brennan to 

consider all items marked with an asterisk as a single question. 
 

On the question:  The Borough Clerk announced that copies of all items marked with an 
asterisk have been posted in the Borough Hall and made available to the public. 

 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
46. Motion by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Brennan to adopt 

all items with an asterisk as a single question. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

************ 
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS 
 
47. Resolution by Council Member Brennan and seconded by Council Member Cleary:  
 

(Resolution in full on pages 179A through 179C.) 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 
 
 
REMARKS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE BOROUGH 
[Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
48. Mayor Romeo said there will be a food drive held right before Thanksgiving to collect 

canned goods and non-perishables for the Food Bank.  The Recreation Dept. is planning a 
Craft Fair at the Community Center in early December. 

 
 Mr. Calabrese said he read that Haworth applied for a $300K grant to set aside property 

near White Beaches so there can’t be any development of that land.  Mayor Romeo said 
COAH gave them a waiver because of all the wetlands and watersheds.  The area they’re 
referring to is the driving range at the Country Club.  This way, in the future, the Country 
Club cannot sell to a developer and construct condominiums.  There will be new 3rd 
round COAH rules, but we are protected until 2018.  Mr. Calabrese asked if we went 
further with the requirements then we needed to.  Mayor Romeo said possibly, but we 
know we’re safe.  The last time they changed the requirements midway through the 
process from 25 to 50, but now we’re locked in.  We don’t want another Builder’s 
Remedy lawsuit like Quirk (Stonegate); 62 units and not one of them a COAH apartment.                        

 
Mr. Calabrese asked if he could get a list of all the tax appeals filed over the last two 
years.  Mayor Romeo said we can’t create one list, but you can sit with the Tax Assessor 
who could provide the information.    

 
 No one else wished to be heard. 
 
49. Motion by Council Member Brennan and seconded by Council Member Tsigounis to 

close the meeting to remarks from the public. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
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50. Motion at 8:04 P.M. by Council Member Brennan and seconded by Council Member 

Tsigounis to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Roll Call:   Yes - Unanimous.  Motion adopted. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Benedict Romeo 
Mayor 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Barbara A. Nasuto 
      Borough Clerk 
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