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BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

CRESSKILL           BERGEN COUNTY NEW JERSEY 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REGULAR MEETING   OCTOBER 21, 2015 

 

1. Barbara Mann led the Salute to the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. The Borough Clerk announced that this is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of which at least 48 hours’ notice has been given by posting in the Borough Hall, 

publication in The Record and delivery to all members of the governing body. 

 

3. Mayor Romeo called the meeting to order at 7:34 P.M. 

 

4. Present:  Council Members Cleary, Savas, Spina, Tsigounis 

Also Present:  Attorney Salvatore, Borough Officials Laufeld, Mann, Chief Wrixon  

 Absent:  Council Members Mueller, Olmo 

 

5. Motion by Council Member  Cleary and seconded by Council Member Savas to approve 

the minutes of the Mayor and Council Regular meeting of October 7, 2015. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

6. Minutes of the following meeting: 

 

Municipal Pool Commission   September 14, 2015 

 

 Filed. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS 

 

7. Council Member Tsigounis said Borough Historian Carol Banicki met with High School 

Principal Alison Angrisani about fundraising for the Monument project.  She is also 

trying to schedule the Monument memorial celebration with the County for 2017.   

  

 Council Member Savas said Recreation is having their Happy Haunting on Fri., Oct. 23rd, 

with about 150 kids, the Halloween parade and pumpkin painting on Sat., Oct. 24th, and 

Trunk or Treat on Halloween day at the Swim Club parking lot.   

 

 Council Member Cleary said at the last JIF meeting they spoke about the difficulties and 

dangers Crossing Guards face.   

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

ORDINANCE ON FINAL READING 

 

Ordinance No. 15-08-1476 – Amend Chapter 263 Vehicles and Traffic, Article XII – Schedules. 

 

8. Motion at 7:39 PM by Council Member Cleary and seconded by Council Member Savas 

to introduce Ordinance No. 15-08-1476 – Amend Chapter 263 Vehicles and Traffic, 

Article XII - Schedules on final reading by title only. 
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Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

9. Council Member Cleary read the title: 

 

AMEND CHAPTER 263 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, 

ARTICLE XII - SCHEDULES 

 

(Ordinance in full on page 131A in Minutes of Regular  

Mayor and Council Meeting held October 7, 2015.) 

 

10. The Borough Clerk announced the Ordinance was published in The Record on October 

10, 2015, posted in Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public. 

 

11. Mayor Romeo opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk 

Patricia A. McKim.] 

  

12. Mayor Romeo said we are adding parking spots on the south side of Union Avenue. 

 

No one else wished to be heard. 

 

13. Motion by Council Member Cleary and seconded by Council Member Savas to close the 

public hearing. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

14. Resolution by Council Member Cleary and seconded by Council Member Savas: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 

of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 15-08-1476, entitled: 

 

 AMEND CHAPTER 263 VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, 

ARTICLE XII - SCHEDULES 

 

pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 

law. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 

 

Bond Ordinance No. 15-09-1477 – Land Acquisition - Block 169, Lot 20 

 

15. Resolution by Council Member Spina and seconded by Council Member Cleary to amend 

2015 Capital Budget. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Savas, Spina, Tsigounis 

   No - None 

   Absent – Council Members Mueller, Olmo 

Abstain – None 

   Resolution adopted. 

  

(Resolution in full on pages 138A through 138D.) 

 

16. Council Member Spina announced receipt of Supplemental Debt Statement. 

 

(Supplemental Debt Statement in full on pages 138E through 138I.) 
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17.  Motion at 7:41 PM by Council Member Spina and seconded by Council Member Cleary 

to introduce Bond Ordinance No. 15-09-1477 – Land Acquisition - Block 169, Lot 20 on 

first reading by title only. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Savas, Spina, Tsigounis 

   No - None 

   Absent – Council Members Mueller, Olmo 

Abstain – None 

   Motion adopted. 

  

18. Council Member Spina read the title: 

 

“BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 

FOR OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION PURPOSES IN, BY AND 

FOR THE BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $500,000 TO PAY THE COST 

THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF 

BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 

ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS” 

 

(Bond Ordinance in full on pages 139A through 139B.) 

 

19. Resolution by Council Member Spina and seconded by Council Member Savas: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that Ordinance No. 15-09-1477 entitled: 

 

“BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 

FOR OPEN SPACE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION PURPOSES IN, BY AND 

FOR THE BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $500,000 TO PAY THE COST 

THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF 

BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 

ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS” 

 

heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 4th day of November, 2015 at 

7:30 o’clock, P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular 

meeting place of the Mayor and Council, and that at such time and place all persons 

interested be given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the 

Borough Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to 

law with a notice of its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place 

when and where said ordinance will be further considered for final passage. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Savas, Spina, Tsigounis 

   No - None 

   Absent – Council Members Mueller, Olmo 

Abstain – None 

   Resolution adopted. 

 

20. Mayor Romeo said we are purchasing 222 Piermont Road which is adjacent to the Little 

League field.  Our plan is to knock it down and expand the fields which we will also 

light.  We are working on getting grant money which we expect to get.     

 

21. Borough Clerk Nasuto explained all items on the Consent Agenda.   

 

************ 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
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*Resolutions 

 

22. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the Mayor is 

hereby authorized to sign a Shared Services Agreement with the Borough of Dumont in 

connection with consolidation of its 9-1-1 communications and public safety dispatch 

services. 

 

23. WHEREAS, cash escrow deposits have been paid to the Borough of Cresskill for legal 

fees in connection with Zoning Board applications for variances within the Borough of 

Cresskill; and 

 

WHEREAS, the applications have been heard and approved by the Zoning Board of 

Adjustment; and 

 

WHEREAS, balances remain in the escrow accounts which are no longer required; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following balances in the Trust 

Accounts be refunded: 

 

ESCROW # NAME AMOUNT 

 

ZE 247 Dong Woo Lee $10.00 

 Jung Hyan Park 

 147 12th Street 

 Cresskill, NJ  07626 

 (For: 124 13th Street) 

 

ZE 249 Adam Overell $10.00 

 162 8th Street 

 Cresskill, NJ  07626 

   

ZE 250 John & Brenda Jamieson $10.00 

 210 Elm Street 

 Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  

ZE 253 Zvi Chinishsky $10.00 

 14 Weil Place 

 Cresskill, NJ  07626   

  

ZE 254 82 Monroe Holdings LLC $10.00 

 199 Lee Avenue 

 Brooklyn, NY  11211 

 (For: 82 Monroe Avenue) 

 

ZE 256 Azam Hasisey $10.00 

 52 7th Street 

 Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  

ZE 261 Michael C. Leahy $10.00 

 105 Prospect Avenue 

 Maywood, NJ  07607 

 (For: 142 Elm Street) 

 

ZE 264 Ana Solano $10.00 

 11 Maple Street 

 Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  

24. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the following 

October 2015 payroll be ratified and approved: 
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October 16, 2015 

 

Current Fund    $ 307,935.47 

Social Security/Medicare       12,638.40 

   Community Center          2,816.55 

   Library         11,850.09 

        $ 335,240.51  

 

25. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that the Tax 

Collector be, and hereby is, authorized to effect the following tax refunds due to 

overpayment of taxes: 

 

 TAX  

PERIOD BLOCK LOT        NAME        AMOUNT 

  

 4th Qtr 2014     196    4 A. Mastropasqua & 

      L Peynado-Castro     $1,957.00 

      20 Clark Street 

      Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  

4th Qtr 2014      19    4 John & Donna Lynn Smith     $   258.13   

      43 Grant Avenue 

      Cresskill, NJ  07626 

 

4th Qtr 2014     129   92 Sujung Youn Kim     $   851.33 

      115 Knickerbocker Road 

      Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  

4th Qtr 2014 91.07     9 John & Sharon Hajjar      $6,723.74   

      90 Hoover Drive 

      Cresskill, NJ  07626 

 

 4th Qtr 2014    113     7 Christoper & Kathy Garzino    $1,770.48 

      353 Highland Street 

      Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  

4th Qtr 2014 &    112    17 Leno & Roslyn Taveroni     $   741.84   

 4th Qtr 2015    343 Lafayette Street 

      Cresskill, NJ  07626 

 

4th Qtr 2014    205     1 Eshel Bar & Hila Melchner    $     61.06 

      6 Oxford Place 

      Cresskill, NJ  07626 

 

4th Qtr 2014    91.06    23 Vandana & Surendra Kothari (etals)   $   137.68 

      87 Hoover Drive 

      Cresskill, NJ  07626 

 

26. WHEREAS, 350 Madison Avenue, LLC is the taxpayer of real estate designated as 

Block 27, Lot 69.01 on the official tax map of the Borough of Cresskill and better known 

as 350 Madison Avenue, Cresskill, New Jersey; and 

 

WHEREAS, 350 Madison Avenue, LLC has made application to the Tax Court of New 

Jersey to have the assessment of the property listed above adjusted for tax year 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties to said action have agreed upon an adjustment of the assessment; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties have agreed that the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:51A-8 (Freeze 

Act) shall apply and the 2016 and 2017 assessed values will be $1,700,000; and 
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are satisfied that after proper review and analysis the 

settlement, as set forth below, is reasonable and in the Borough’s best interests; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill that the adjustments of the assessments of the property specified below be and 

are hereby ratified as follows: 

 

Block    Lot        Street Address 

  27   69.01   350 Madison Avenue            

 

   Original           County Board  Requested Tax 

Year: 2015       Assessment               Judgment            Court Judgment 

 

LAND   $    809,600        N/A   $    809,600 

IMPROVEMENTS $ 1,184,400        N/A   $    890,400

 TOTAL             $ 1,994,000            N/A   $ 1,700,000 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Morrison Mahoney LLP be, and hereby are, 

authorized to execute the Stipulation of Settlement memorializing the settlement of the 

matter on behalf of the Borough of Cresskill; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the proper officials be, and hereby are, authorized to 

make the necessary adjustments to the assessments. 

   

27. WHEREAS, Legion Drive Associates is the taxpayer of real estate designated as Block 

83, Lot 79 on the official tax map of the Borough of Cresskill and better known as 135 

County Road, Cresskill, New Jersey; and 

 

WHEREAS, Legion Drive Associates has made application to the Tax Court of New 

Jersey to have the assessment of the property listed above adjusted for tax year 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties to said action have agreed upon an adjustment of the assessment; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties have agreed that the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:51A-8 (Freeze 

Act) shall apply and the 2016 and 2017 assessed values will be $850,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are satisfied that after proper review and analysis the 

settlement, as set forth below, is reasonable and in the Borough’s best interests; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill that the adjustments of the assessments of the property specified below be and 

are hereby ratified as follows: 

 

Block    Lot        Street Address 

  83     79      135 County Road            

 

   Original           County Board  Requested Tax 

Year: 2015       Assessment               Judgment            Court Judgment 

 

LAND   $    777,500        N/A   $    777,500 

IMPROVEMENTS $    392,200        N/A   $      72,500

 TOTAL             $ 1,169,700            N/A   $    850,000 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Morrison Mahoney LLP be, and hereby are, 

authorized to execute the Stipulation of Settlement memorializing the settlement of the 

matter on behalf of the Borough of Cresskill; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the proper officials be, and hereby are, authorized to 

make the necessary adjustments to the assessments. 
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28. WHEREAS, Legion Drive Associates is the taxpayer of real estate designated as Block 

184, Lot 8 on the official tax map of the Borough of Cresskill and better known as Legion 

Drive, Cresskill, New Jersey; and 

 

WHEREAS, Legion Drive Associates has made application to the Tax Court of New 

Jersey to have the assessment of the property listed above adjusted for tax year 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties to said action have agreed upon an adjustment of the assessment; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the parties have agreed that the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:51A-8 (Freeze 

Act) shall apply and the 2016 and 2017 assessed values are $1,510,000; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council are satisfied that after proper review and analysis the 

settlement, as set forth below, is reasonable and in the Borough’s best interests; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill that the adjustments of the assessments of the property specified below be and 

are hereby ratified as follows: 

 

Block   Lot   Street Address 

  184     8                Legion Drive 

 

     Original         County Board  Requested Tax 

Year: 2015                     Assessment              Judgment            Court Judgment 

 

LAND: $   902,400        N/A    $   902,400 

IMPROVEMENTS: $   865,300        N/A     $   607,600 

TOTAL: $1,767,700        N/A    $1,510,000 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Morrison Mahoney LLP be, and hereby are, 

authorized to execute the Stipulation of Settlement memorializing the settlement of the 

matter on behalf of the Borough of Cresskill; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper officials be, and hereby are, authorized to 

make the necessary adjustment to the assessment. 

 

29. WHEREAS, the Recreation Committee has scheduled various programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following participant was unable to attend;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the recreation fee be returned to: 
   

Domenico Marino 

(for: Alessandra Marino) 

16 Engleside Street 

Cresskill, NJ  07626 

Amount:  $100.00 

 

 

REMARKS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE CONSENT AGENDA 

ONLY [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 

 

30. Richard Calabrese, 42 Engle Street asked how we come up with the figures for the 

assessment adjustments and once the taxes are reduced, how we make up that money.  

CFO Laufeld said we set money aside every year for tax appeals and we have reserves 

from prior years.      

 

 No one else wished to be heard. 

 

31. Motion by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Cleary to close the 

meeting to remarks on agenda items. 
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 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

32. Motion by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Cleary to consider 

all items marked with an asterisk as a single question. 

 

On the question:  The Borough Clerk announced that copies of all items marked with an 

asterisk have been posted in the Borough Hall and made available to the public. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

33. Motion by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Cleary to adopt all 

items with an asterisk as a single question. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

************ 

 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS 

 

34. Resolution by Council Member Spina and seconded by Council Member Cleary:  

 

(Resolution in full on pages 144A through 144G.) 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 

 

 

REMARKS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE BOROUGH 

[Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 

 

35. Richard Calabrese, 42 Engle Street said the BMW dealership in Tenafly uses Engle Street 

as a test track when they should be using Tenafly roads.  Mayor Romeo said we can 

speak to the sales manager about it.     

  

Many years back, we had a referendum for garbage being picked up in the rear yard or 

curbside, and the town voted for curbside due to the costs.  Over the years, I’ve noticed 

more people put their garbage and recycling out earlier than the permissible time and 

sometimes don’t take in the containers for days.  This includes the late Mr. Vaccaro’s 

house that they’ve been cleaning out on the weekends.  In a situation like that, a 

considerate neighbor would remove the containers from the curb so they aren’t left out 

for days.   

  

I still believe the no overnight street parking from 2am to 5am beginning Oct. 15th is a 

joke.  Many people don’t follow the law and are not ticketed.  The Police gave warnings 

two weeks before and again two days before Oct. 15th and still residents on my block left 

their cars out overnight and no one received a ticket.  Why not get rid of it altogether?  

Chief Wrixon said 40 tickets were written the night of the 15th for overnight parking.  The 

officers can’t cover the whole town in one night with their other duties.  I’ll have the 

officers cover your street tonight. 

 

Michael Depaolo, 54 Linwood Avenue said overnight parking tickets were given out on 

Linwood Avenue and Broadway and they also received warnings prior to the 15th.             

 

 No one else wished to be heard. 

 

36. Motion by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Cleary to close the 

meeting to remarks from the public. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

37. Resolution by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Cleary: 
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RESOLVED that pursuant to Subsection 7(b) of the Open Public Meetings Act the public 

can be excluded from a public meeting so that proceedings can be conducted in closed 

session and the Mayor and Council now intending to discuss: 

 

[   ] pending or anticipated litigation involving Cresskill;   

 

[X] personnel matters involving employment, appointment, termination, evaluation, 

discipline or promotion of Cresskill personnel; EMS; Police 

 

[   ] negotiations involving employees of Cresskill; 

 

[   ] protection of the safety of public property; 

 

[   ] matters which, if disclosed, would work an unwarranted invasion of privacy; 

 

[   ] purchase or lease of real property; 

 

[   ] deliberations after a public hearing that may result in the imposition of a penalty or 

loss or suspension of a license or permit; 

 

[   ] matters which, if disclosed, would impair a right to receive United States 

Government funds; 

 

[   ] matters rendered confidential by Federal or State law; 

 

 this meeting shall be continued in closed session and the discussion in closed session 

shall be disclosed to the public upon taking final action thereon, provided disclosure shall 

not release the attorney-client privilege or constitute an undue invasion of privacy. 

 

 RESOLVED further that although not now anticipated, the Mayor and Council reserve 

the right to return to open session upon conclusion of the closed session. 

 

 Roll Call:   Yes - Unanimous.   Resolution adopted. 

 

38. Motion at 8:06 P.M. by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Cleary 

to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 Roll Call:   Yes - Unanimous.  Motion adopted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Benedict Romeo 

Mayor 

 

 

      _____________________________ 

      Barbara A. Nasuto 

      Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 


