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BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

CRESSKILL           BERGEN COUNTY NEW JERSEY 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REGULAR MEETING   APRIL 15, 2015 

 

1. Chief Wrixon led the Salute to the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. The Borough Clerk announced that this is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of which at least 48 hours’ notice has been given by posting in the Borough Hall, 

publication in The Record and delivery to all members of the governing body. 

 

3. Mayor Romeo called the meeting to order at 7:35 P.M. 

 

4. Present:  Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Savas, Tsigounis 

Also Present:  Attorney Salvatore, Borough Officials Laufeld, McKim, Chief Wrixon  

Absent:  Council Members Olmo, Spina 

 

5. Motion by Council Member  Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to 

approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council Regular meeting of April 1, 2015. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

6. Minutes of the following meeting: 

 

  Planning Board  March 24, 2015 

 

 Filed. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS 

 

7. Council Member Savas said there were 117 campers for the recreation spring camp and 

everything went smoothly.   

The Municipal Alliance is sponsoring a drive–in movie night on May 23rd in the pool 

parking lot. 

 

 Council Member Cleary said he will be attending the JIF meeting tomorrow night. 

 

 Council Member Mueller said tax appeals are down from last year.  We are looking into why.  

 

Public Hearing – 2015 Budget 

 

8. Motion at 7:37 PM by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Savas 

to suspend the regular order of business to hold a public hearing on the 2015 Budget. 

  

Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Savas, Tsigounis 

   No – None 

   Absent – Council Members Olmo, Spina 

   Abstain – None 

   Motion adopted. 

 

9. Resolution by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to waive 

reading in full of the 2015 Budget. 

 

(Resolution in full on page 51A.) 
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  Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Savas, Tsigounis 

   No – None 

   Absent – Council Members Olmo, Spina   

   Abstain – None 

   Resolution adopted. 

 

(2015 Budget in full on pages 38A through 38III   

of Regular Mayor and Council Meeting held March 18, 2015.) 

 

10. Resolution by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to 

conduct Self-Examination of Annual Budget.  

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Savas, Tsigounis 

   No - None 

   Absent – Council Members Olmo, Spina  

Abstain – None 

   Resolution adopted. 

 

(Resolution in full on page 52A.) 

 

11. Mayor Romeo opened the meeting to the public on the 2015 Budget. [Reported by 

Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 

 

12. Mayor Romeo said the increase over last year is about $591,000 or 3.35%, which is an 

increase of approximately $139 on a house assessed at $606,000.  The main reason is due 

to mandated increases from the state, such as an increase in our contribution to the 

pension and health insurance plans and we had to give more money to the Library.  We 

had to purchase an additional police car and the assessed valuation on homes went down 

which decreased our taxable income.              

 

 No one else wished to be heard.   

 

13. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to close the 

public hearing. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Savas, Tsigounis 

   No – None 

   Absent – Council Members Olmo, Spina  

   Abstain – None 

   Motion adopted. 

 

14. Resolution by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to adopt 

the 2015 Budget. 

 

(Resolution in full on pages 52B through 52C.) 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Savas, Tsigounis 

   No – None 

   Absent – Council Members Olmo, Spina   

   Abstain – None 

   Resolution adopted. 

 

15. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to resume the 

regular order of business. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Savas, Tsigounis 

   No – None 

   Absent – Council Members Olmo, Spina  

   Abstain – None 

   Motion adopted. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 

 

Bond Ordinance No. 15-04-1472 – Bond Ordinance – Police Equipment 

 

16. Council Member Mueller announced receipt of Supplemental Debt Statement. 

 

(Supplemental Debt Statement in full on page 53A.) 

 

17. Motion at 7:41 PM by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member 

Cleary to introduce Bond Ordinance No. 15-04-1472 – Police Equipment on first reading 

by title only. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Savas, Tsigounis 

   No - None 

   Absent – Council Members Olmo, Spina   

Abstain – None 

   Motion adopted. 

 

18. Council Member Mueller read the title: 

 

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE USE OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IN, BY AND FOR 

THE BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $230,000 TO PAY THE COST 

THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF 

BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 

ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS 

 

(Bond Ordinance in full on pages 53B through 53D.) 

 

19. Resolution by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that Ordinance 15-04-1472 entitled: 

 

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS 

EQUIPMENT FOR THE USE OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IN, BY AND FOR 

THE BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $230,000 TO PAY THE COST 

THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF 

BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE 

ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF THE 

ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS 

 

heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said ordinance be further 

considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 6th day of May, 2015, at 7:30 

o’clock, P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular meeting 

place of the Mayor and Council, and that at such time and place all persons interested be 

given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is 

hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a notice of 

its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where 

said ordinance will be further considered for final passage. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Savas, Tsigounis 

   No - None 

   Absent – Council Members Olmo, Spina 

Abstain – None 

   Resolution adopted. 
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20. Borough Clerk Nasuto explained all items on the Consent Agenda.   

 

************ 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

*Resolutions 

 

21. WHEREAS, notice was received that an overpayment was made on invoice #14-93897 

for ambulance service on 11/16/14; and 

 

WHEREAS, review of our records show that an overpayment was received for this 

service. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a refund be made to Louise Garramone,  

3 Tenakill Park Drive East, #219, Cresskill, NJ in the amount of $85.32. 

 

22. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that the 

following be approved for employment in the 2015 Spring Recreation Program: 

 

Assistant Director 

Ann Fischer 

126 Brookside Avenue 

Cresskill, NJ 07626 

Salary:  $1,122.00 

 

Arts & Crafts Director 

Gina Glynn 

2 Crest Drive South 

Cresskill, NJ 07626 

Salary:  $1,122.00 

 

Nature Director 

Joanne Dimitriadis 

104 South Street 

Cresskill, NJ  07626 

Salary:  $1,122.00 

 

23. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that the Tax 

Collector be, and hereby is, authorized to effect the following tax refund due to 

Stipulation of Settlement on property assessment for Block 28, Lot 18 for 2012 and 2013: 

  

            2012             2013          

 

Original Assessment:  $  750,000.00   $  750,000.00   

Tax Court Judgment:  $  740,000.00   $  720,000.00   

Decrease in Assessment: $    10,000.00   $    30,000.00   

Tax Rate:                2.324                2.413  

 Tax Refund:   $         232.40         $         723.90  

 

Total:     $     956.30 

 

24. WHEREAS, Cresskill-Alpine Baseball League has applied for a parade permit for 

Saturday, April 25, 2015, in accordance with the provisions of Section 230-67 of the 

Code of the Borough of Cresskill; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the said applicants appear to have met all requirements of the said code; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill that a permit be issued to the Cresskill-Alpine Baseball League for a parade on 

Saturday, April 25, 2015, rain date Sunday, April 26, 2015 on the following route: 

 

1. Assemble at the Cresskill High School at 9:30 AM. 

 

2. Beginning at 10:00 AM, parade will march onto Cresskill Avenue, turn left onto 

Union Avenue and continue through town. 

 

3. Parade will then proceed on Dogwood Lane and down Margie Avenue to the 

International Field at Piermont Road and Margie Avenue. 

 

25.  A RESOLUTION RENEWING THE GROUP DENTAL BENEFIT PROGRAM FOR 

ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEES AND THEIR COVERED DEPENDENTS WITH 

DELTA DENTAL OF NEW JERSEY, INC. 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Cresskill, (hereinafter referred to as the Borough), provides 

dental benefits to eligible employees and their eligible dependents; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Health Benefits Consultant, as a matter of due diligence, has 

negotiated renewal rates for the Borough’s Dental Benefits Program, which currently 

consists of the Delta Premier and PPO Plans administered by Delta Dental of NJ, Inc.; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the renewal rates presented after negotiation, provide the Borough an option 

for renewal for a 12 month or 24 month period, commencing April 1, 2015 as follows: 

 

 OPTION I - 5.5% Increase for a 12 month renewal 

 OPTION II - 6.5% Increase for a 24 month renewal  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey hereby authorize the renewal of the 

dental benefits contract with Delta Dental of New Jersey for a 24 month period (OPTION 

II) commencing April 1, 2015; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council affirms the continued offering of 

the Delta Dental Premier Program, in accordance with the contractual requirements of the 

Borough and the alternate Advantage Plus Premier as a lower cost optional alternative 

that provides broader benefits at a lower cost to both the employee and Borough; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized and 

directed to execute the renewal documents in accordance with the existing terms and 

conditions of the Agreement and rate provisions, as promulgated; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a certified copy of this Resolution shall be forwarded to 

PIA Security Programs, Inc., 429 Hackensack Street, P.O. Box 818, Carlstadt, NJ, Health 

Benefits Consultant to the Borough, the Borough Chief Financial Officer and Municipal 

Auditor. 

 

26. WHEREAS, the Recreation Committee has scheduled various programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, programs were cancelled due to low enrollments;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the recreation fees be returned to: 
   

Younghee Chae 

(for: Jason Lim) 

141 Broadway 

Cresskill, NJ  07626 

Amount:  $175.00 
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Gina Georgoulakos 

(for: Evan Georgoulakos) 

23 Van Buren Court 

Cresskill, NJ  07626 

Amount:  $155.00 

 

27. WHEREAS, redemption money has been received to redeem Tax Sale Certificate 

 14-00005, for Block 163, Lot 15, also known as 16 Morningside Avenue, Cresskill, NJ in 

the amount of $16,010.68; and 

  

 WHEREAS, a premium was received by the Borough in the amount of $23,000.00 paid 

by the lien holder at the Tax Sale held December 4, 2014 and upon redemption is 

refunded the premium paid. 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of 

Cresskill, that, effective immediately, the amount of $39,010.68 be paid to: 

 

Pam Investors 

127 So. Washington Avenue 

Bergenfield, NJ  07621 

 

28. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the following 

April 2015 payroll be ratified and approved: 

  

April 17, 2015 

 

Current Fund    $ 291,522.40 

Social Security/Medicare       12,875.13 

   Community Center          2,589.13 

   Library         12,006.18 

        $ 318,992.84  

    

29. WHEREAS, application has been made to the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill for renewal of a liquor license and the proper fees have been paid therefor; and 

 

WHEREAS, the licensee has received a special ruling from the Director of the ABC 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 33:1-12.18 to issue a new license for the license term 2014-2015; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the applicant has complied with the laws of the State of New Jersey and 

ordinances of the Borough of Cresskill; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the following license be approved for the 

year commencing July 1, 2014 and ending June 30, 2015: 

 

PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE 

 

Fee:  $1,320.00 

 

 Selaudin Erbelli   Pocket 

 Lic. No. 0208-33-002-014 

 

30. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that Joseph H. 

Burgis, Burgis Associates, Inc., 25 Westwood Avenue, Westwood, NJ  07675 be retained 

for the year 2015 as Professional Planner Consultant for the Borough of Cresskill at a 

salary not to exceed $25,000/year.  The Consultant shall assist the Borough Attorney in 

the preparation and filing of a declaratory judgment with the Court, including associated 

required documentation that indicates the basis for the Court to permit the Borough to file 

a HE&FSP with the Court as provided by the Supreme Court March 10, 2015 decision In 

re-Adoption of NJAC 5:96 & 5:97 by NJ Council on Affordable Housing. 
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 This contract has been awarded to Burgis Associates, Inc. based on the merits and 

abilities of Burgis Associates, Inc. to provide the goods or services as described herein.  

This contract was not awarded through a “fair and open process” pursuant to N.J.S.A. 

19:44A-20.4 et seq.  As such, the undersigned does hereby attest that Burgis Associates, 

Inc., it’s subsidiaries, assigns or principals controlling in excess of 10% of the company 

has neither made a contribution, that is reportable pursuant to the Election Law 

Enforcement Commission pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-8 or 19:44A-16, in the one (1) 

year period preceding the award of the contract that would, pursuant to P.L. 2004, c.19, 

affect its eligibility to perform this contract. 

 

31. WHEREAS the Borough of Cresskill, NJ, has experienced natural hazards that result in 

public safety hazards and damage to private and public property; and 

 

WHEREAS the hazard mitigation planning process set forth by the State of New Jersey 

and the Federal Emergency Management Agency offers the opportunity to consider 

natural hazards and risks, and to identify mitigation actions to reduce future risk; and 

 

WHEREAS the New Jersey Office of Emergency Management is providing federal 

mitigation funds to support development of the mitigation plan; and 

 

WHEREAS a Hazard Mitigation Plan has been developed by the Mitigation Planning 

Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS the Hazard Mitigation Plan includes a prioritized list of mitigation actions 

including activities that, over time, will help minimize and reduce safety threats and 

damage to private and public property; and 

 

WHEREAS the draft plan was provided to each participating jurisdiction and was posted 

on the County Office of Emergency Management’s website so as to introduce the 

planning concept and to solicit questions and comments; and to present the Plan and 

request comments, as required by law. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill: 

 

1. The Bergen County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan, as submitted to the 

New Jersey Office of Emergency Management and the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency on April 13, 2015 by the Bergen County Office of Emergency 

Management is hereby adopted as an official plan of the Borough of Cresskill; minor 

revisions recommended by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and/or the 

New Jersey Office of Emergency Management may be incorporated without further 

action.  

 

2. The Borough of Cresskill departments identified in the Plan are hereby directed to 

pursue implementation of the recommended high priority activities that are assigned 

to their departments.  

 

3. Any action proposed by the Plan shall be subject to and contingent upon budget 

approval, if required, which shall be at the discretion of the Borough of Cresskill, and 

this resolution shall not be interpreted so as to mandate any such appropriations.  

 

4. The Emergency Management Coordinator is designated to coordinate with other 

offices and shall periodically report on the activities, accomplishments, and progress, 

and shall prepare an annual progress report to be submitted to the Bergen County 

Office of Emergency Management. The status reports shall be submitted on a yearly 

basis by a predetermined date as agreed upon by all stakeholders.  

 

PASSED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, this 15th day of April, 2015. 
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Motions  

 

32. Appoint Beryl Skog to the Library Board of Trustees for unexpired term ending 

December 31, 2016.  

 

33. Appoint Dafni Nikas to the Swim Pool Commission for term ending December 31, 2016.  

 

Miscellaneous Business 

 

34. Approve the following Raffle License: 

  

  RL 1365 Triple Negative Breast Cancer Foundation  May 20, 2015  

 

REMARKS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE CONSENT AGENDA 

ONLY [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 

 

35. No one wished to be heard. 

 

36. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to close 

the meeting to remarks on agenda items. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

37. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to 

consider all items marked with an asterisk as a single question. 

 

On the question:  The Borough Clerk announced that copies of all items marked with an 

asterisk have been posted in the Borough Hall and made available to the public. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

38. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to adopt 

all items with an asterisk as a single question. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

************ 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS 

 

39. Resolution by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary:  

 

(Resolution in full on pages 58A through 58F.) 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 

 

 

REMARKS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE BOROUGH 

[Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 

 

40. Tom Tambone, 19 Evans Road asked with the addition of Sunrise and the new 

apartments and stores, doesn’t that bring in enough tax dollars to avoid an increase?  

Also, every time a house gets knocked down it’s replaced with a million dollar home that 

would bring in higher tax dollars.  Mayor Romeo said knock downs are taxed differently 

than a rehab or putting on an addition.  Sunrise and the apartments are taxed as single 

units and the builders get a reduced tax rate when they put in COAH apartments.  Also, 

we’re getting a lot of tax appeals so the amount we can tax them on is lower.  Keep in 

mind the schools are about 64% and we’re about 32% of the budget.  Again, the state 

mandates are the primary reason for the tax increase.  CFO Laufeld said there are many 

variables that cause taxes to increase; such as the state mandates, no increase in state aid, 

contractual obligations, pension and health insurance increases, utilities go up and road 

improvements to name a few.  Mr. Tambone thanked the Mayor and Council for the 

information.                               
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 No one else wished to be heard. 

 

41. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to close 

the meeting to remarks from the public. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

42. Motion at 8:02 P.M. by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member 

Cleary to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 Roll Call:   Yes - Unanimous.  Motion adopted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Benedict Romeo 

Mayor 

 

 

      _____________________________ 

      Barbara A. Nasuto 

      Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 


