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BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
CRESSKILL BERGEN COUNTY NEW JERSEY 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING   JUNE 1, 2011 
 
1. Michael Fortunat led the Salute to the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. The Borough Clerk announced that this is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of which at least 48 hours’ notice has been given by posting in the Borough Hall, 
publication in The Press Journal and The Record and delivery to all members of the 
governing body. 

 
3. Mayor Romeo called the meeting to order at 7:39 P.M. 
 
4. Present:  Council Members Brennan, Cleary, Mueller, Olmo, Savas 

Also Present:  Attorney Salvatore, Borough Officials Vaccaro, Laufeld, McKim, Chief 
Wrixon, Captain Domville, Members of the Police Dept.  

 Absent:  Council Member Tsigounis 
 
5. Resolution by Council Member Brennan and seconded by Council Member Savas: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that Michael 
Fortunat be and is hereby appointed a probationary Police Officer for the Borough of 
Cresskill, effective immediately, as recommended by Chief Edward Wrixon, at an annual 
salary in accordance with PBA Local 180 contract. 
 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 
 
6. Borough Clerk Nasuto swore in Probationary Police Officer Fortunat. 
 
7. Motion by Council Member  Olmo and seconded by Council Member Savas to approve 

the minutes of the Mayor and Council Regular meeting of May 18, 2011. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
8. Minutes of the following meeting: 
 
  Library Board of Trustees  April 18, 2011 
  Planning Board  May 10, 2011 
 
 Filed. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS 
 
9. Council Member Savas acknowledged Marine Corp. Sgts. Keith Bisig & Joe Lanfear for 

their service and escorting the Mayor and Council at the Memorial Day parade.  It was a 
great day and Mayor Romeo’s speech was terrific.  I met with the Senior Center Board of 
Trustees and we worked out the issues with the handling of the finances.  The Senior 
Center has many activities, is always busy and really nice.  I spoke with Carolyn Schultz 
and left a message for Dr. Bellina regarding the food drive for June 11, 2011.   
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Council Member Brennan said the area on 3rd Street is staked out for the pavilion which 
we hope will be complete by the end of the summer.  When the walking bridge is put in, 
it will make for easy access for the seniors to get to.  It is being paid for with Open Space 
and Grant money.   
 
Council Member Olmo said the Memorial Day parade had a nice turnout and it’s good 
that people still remember and care about those who’ve served our country.      
 
Council Member Cleary said at the last JIF meeting one of our firemen Mike Morrison 
was brought up due to an accident he had while assisting Demarest at a fire.   
 
Council Member Mueller echoed the sentiments about Memorial Day and the parade.  It 
was my first time marching as a Councilman and I was very moved by all the events of 
the day, including Mayor Romeo’s speech.          
    

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
10. Borough Clerk Nasuto explained all items on the Consent Agenda.   
 

************ 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
*Resolutions 
 
11. WHEREAS, the Recreation Committee has scheduled various programs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the participants are unable to attend;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the recreation fees be returned to: 
 

  Hiroe Park    Andrea Pagnozzi 
  (for: Seri Park)   (for: Lily Wagner) 
  158 12th Street    191 7th Street 
  Cresskill, NJ 07626   Cresskill, NJ 07626 
  Amount:  $70.00   Amount:  $30.00 
 
  Kim Newman    Jill Karach 
  160 Stonegate Trail   126 Bergen Terrace 
  Cresskill, NJ 07626   Cresskill, NJ 07626 
  Amount:  $135.00   Amount:  $60.00 
  
12. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that the Tax 

Collector be, and hereby is, authorized to effect the following tax refund due to 
Stipulation of Settlement on property assessment for Block 87, Lot 184 for 2010: 

        
              2010    
 
  Original Assessment:   $  411,700.00     
  Tax Court Judgment:   $  365,000.00     
  Decrease in Assessment:  $    46,700.00    
  Tax Rate:                 2.300    
  Tax Refund:    $      1,074.10    
 
         Check to:   Elias Karlis, et al., 
     c/o John R. Lloyd, Esq. 
     Nowell Amoroso Klein Bierman, P.A. 
     155 Polifly Road 
     Hackensack, NJ  07601 
     (for: 18 Oak Street) 
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13. WHEREAS, applications were made for site plan approval required for several 

properties; and 
 
WHEREAS, escrow accounts were established for this work; and 
 
WHEREAS, the work has been completed, inspected or property sold and there remains a 
balance in these escrow accounts; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of 
Cresskill, that the following refunds of Developer Escrow accounts be made: 
 
Account No. Block Lot Applicant   Amount 
 
DE-1553 303 4 Stephen Gerber   $35.75 
    79 Jackson Drive 
 
DE-1600 92.08 14 Alberto Cruz   $1,399.37 
   Lynx Asset Services, LLC 
   30 Freneau Avenue 
   Matawan, NJ  07747 
 
DE-1608 91.06 34.01 David Flack   $660.17 
   184 Vaccaro Drive 
 
DE-1624 210 27 307 Truman Drive Cresskill LLC $301.80 
    500 Route 17 South 
   Hasbrouck Heights, NJ  07604 
   (for: 307 Truman Drive) 
 
DE-1639 90 21 Truman Hills LLC    $486.14 
    15 Grand Ave. 
    Englewood, NJ  07631 
    (for: 164 Truman Drive) 
 
DE-036 76 16 Gregory P. Hagopian    $319.09 
    52 Westervelt Place 
 

14. BE IT RESOLVED, as recommended by the Municipal Pool Commission, that the 
following refund from the Municipal Swim Club Account be authorized: 
 

Mary Ricco 
280 Concord Street 

Cresskill, NJ   07626 
Amount:  $40.00    

 
15.  BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the following 

June 2011 payroll be ratified and approved: 
 
  June 3, 2011 
 

   Current Fund    $ 255,957.94 
   Social Security/Medicare       13,049.36 
   Community Center          1,543.11 
        $ 270,550.41 

 
16. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that Michael 

Hamlett be appointed as Borough Archivist at a salary of $5,000 and Newsletter 
Coordinator at a salary of $6,000, retroactive to January 1, 2011. 

 
17. WHEREAS, due to the appointment of Terry Paul Bottinelli to Superior Court, he has 

rendered his resignation effective this date; 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of 
Cresskill, that any substitute judge presiding over Cresskill Municipal Court, will be 
compensated at a rate of $275.00 per court session until a permanent replacement is 
appointed. 

 
 
REMARKS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE CONSENT AGENDA 
ONLY [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
18. No one wished to be heard. 
 
19. Motion by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Brennan to close 

the meeting to remarks on agenda items. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
20. Motion by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Savas to consider 

all items marked with an asterisk as a single question. 
 

On the question:  The Borough Clerk announced that copies of all items marked with an 
asterisk have been posted in the Borough Hall and made available to the public. 

 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
21. Motion by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Savas to adopt all 

items with an asterisk as a single question. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

************ 
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS 
 
22. Resolution by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Cleary:  
 

(Resolution in full on pages 106A through 106E.) 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 
 
 
REMARKS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE BOROUGH 
[Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
23. William Zally, 24 Milton Street said he wanted to thank Andy for resolving the issue of 

the fence at the Horizon Square Mall.  Also, the woman at the Beauty Salon asked me to 
request that a fence be put up in front of the dumpsters in the parking lot which she can 
see from her shop.  Mayo Romeo asked Administrator Vaccaro to check it out tomorrow.         

 
Mayor Romeo announced there will be a food drive as well as the Spring Festival on June 
11, 2011.  The CFD is hosting the NJ/NY Volunteer Firemen’s Association annual 
convention this Friday at the Community Center.  As mentioned Memorial Day was a 
wonderful time.  However, there was an incident before the parade even started where 2 
CHS band members fainted, so both of our ambulances were tied up at the circle.  They 
filled the EMS car and police cart with towels and ice and by the time the parade was 
over, they had treated 14 additional people that were overcome by the heat.  It was so hot 
and humid; they went through 150 bottles of water and 200 ice packs.  I want to 
commend Henry McDonald, Pete Krug, Cathy Hughes, Joe Spina, Ricky Standish, Jeff 
Schneider, Matt Cohen, Capt. Domville, Lt. Trumbetti and Mike Kasper for the 
outstanding job they did to help all of these people.  We have a great EMS squad.                                  

 
 No one else wished to be heard. 
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24. Motion by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Brennan to close 

the meeting to remarks from the public. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
25. Motion at 7:56 P.M. by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Savas 

to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Roll Call:   Yes - Unanimous.  Motion adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Benedict Romeo 
Mayor 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Barbara A. Nasuto 
      Borough Clerk 
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