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BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 

 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 

CRESSKILL           BERGEN COUNTY NEW JERSEY 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REGULAR MEETING   SEPTEMBER 16, 2015 

 

1. Richard Calabrese led the Salute to the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. The Borough Clerk announced that this is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of which at least 48 hours’ notice has been given by posting in the Borough Hall, 

publication in The Record and delivery to all members of the governing body. 

 

3. Mayor Romeo called the meeting to order at 7:34 P.M. 

 

4. Present:  Council Members Cleary, Mueller, Olmo, Savas, Tsigounis 

Also Present:  Attorney Salvatore, Borough Officials Mann, Chief Wrixon 

Absent:  Council Member Spina  

 

5. Motion by Council Member  Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to 

approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council Regular meeting of September 2, 2015. 

 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS 

 

6. Minutes of the following meeting: 

 

  Planning Board  August 25, 2015 

 

 Filed. 

 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS 

 

7. Council Member Tsigounis said the Historical Committee’s next meeting will be on 

September 24th at 4:30 at the Borough Hall. 

 

Council Member Savas said Municipal Alliance will be holding two teen nights, one for 

middle school age and one for high school age.   

 

Council Member Olmo said the St. Therese feast is coming up.  Also, the Pool 

Commission met last night to wrap up the season.   

 

Council Member Cleary said he will be attending the JIF meeting tomorrow night.  Also, 

I took a course at the Library on computerized drafting which can be used to create things 

in 3D.   

 

Council Member Mueller said the Assessor submitted the 2nd quarterly report on tax 

appeals to the CFO today.       

 

8. Borough Clerk Nasuto explained all items on the Consent Agenda.   

 

************ 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

*Resolutions 

 

9. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that the Tax 

Collector be, and hereby is, authorized to effect the following tax refund due to 

Stipulation of Settlement on property assessment for Block 210, Lot 17 for 2013 and 

2014: 

        

            2013             2014          

 

Original Assessment:  $1,750,000.00   $1,750,000.00   

Tax Court Judgment:  $1,600,000.00   $1,600,000.00   

Decrease in Assessment: $   150,000.00   $   150,000.00   

Tax Rate:                 2.413                 2.482  

 Tax Refund:   $       3,619.50         $       3,723.00   

 

Total:     $      7,342.50 

    

         Check to:   Douglas M. Standriff, Esq. 

     Attorney Trust Account  

     60 West Ridgewood Avenue 

     Ridgewood, NJ  07450 

     (for: 197 Hoover Drive) 

 

10. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that the Tax 

Collector be, and hereby is, authorized to effect the following tax refund due to 

Stipulation of Settlement on property assessment for Block 200, Lot 17 for 2014: 

        

              2014    

 

  Original Assessment:   $ 688,800.00     

  Tax Court Judgment:   $ 630,000.00     

  Decrease in Assessment:  $   58,800.00    

  Tax Rate:                2.482    

  Tax Refund:    $     1,459.42    

     

         Check to:   Daniel G. Keough, Trustee 

     Ventura, Miesowitz, Keough & Warner 

     Counselors at Law 

     783 Springfield Avenue 

     Summit, NJ  07901 

     (for: 6 Fenway Court) 

 

11. WHEREAS, notice was received that duplicate payments were made on various invoices 

for ambulance services; and  

 

WHEREAS, a review of our records show that duplicate payments were received for 

these services. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the overpayments be returned to: 

 

INVOICE # DATE OF SERVICE    NAME      AMOUNT 

 

15-40156 5/29/15  Donald Campanelli $ 86.65  

    95 Mezzine Drive 

    Cresskill, NJ  07626 

 

15-46455 6/17/15  Herbert Gold $ 87.96 

    406 Highland Avenue 

    Cresskill, NJ  07626 
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12. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that the Tax 

Collector be, and hereby is, authorized to effect the following tax refund due to 

Stipulation of Settlement on property assessment for Block 301, Lot 3 for 2013: 

        

              2013    

 

  Original Assessment:   $1,534,900.00     

  Tax Court Judgment:   $1,336,200.00     

  Decrease in Assessment:  $   198,700.00    

  Tax Rate:                  2.413    

  Tax Refund:    $       4,794.63    

 

         Check to:  Arnold Serchuk 

     260 Wilson Drive 

     Cresskill, NJ  07626 

     (for: 260 Wilson Drive) 

   

13. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that Kevin Terhune 

be, and hereby is, appointed as Recycling Coordinator for term ending December 31, 

2015. 

 

14. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that Bergen County 

Department of Health Services be, and hereby is, authorized to perform the 2015-2016 

Flu/pneumococcal Program for this municipality at a cost of $17.50 per dose for vaccine 

administered. 
 

15. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the following 

September 2015 payrolls be ratified and approved: 

  

September 4, 2015 

 

Current Fund    $ 280,859.79 

Social Security/Medicare       10,961.17 

   Community Center          2,575.01 

   Pool Commission        15,955.40 

Library         11,489.98 

        $ 321,841.35  

    

September 18, 2015 

 

Current Fund    $ 312,790.63 

Social Security/Medicare       13,324.01 

   Community Center          8,550.70 

   Pool Commission        12,958.10 

   Library         11,882.68 

        $ 359,506.12  

    

16. WHEREAS, the Recreation Committee has scheduled various programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the following participants are unable to attend;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the recreation fees be returned to: 

   

Hyun Jung Kim   James Mc Neill     

(for: Gyusuk Park)   (for: Samuel Mc Neill) 

42 Willis Avenue   321 Grant Avenue 

Cresskill, NJ  07626   Cresskill, NJ  07626 

Amount:  $70.00   Amount:  $70.00 

 

  Eun Young Youm   Michelle Hasson     

  (for: Euiseok Youm)   (for: Jacob Hasson) 

  121 Broadway    P.O. Box 200  
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  Cresskill, NJ  07626   Alpine, NJ  07620 

  Amount:  $70.00    Amount:  $70.00 

 

Maria Asayan    Maureen Iannucci     

  (for: Gregory Asayan)  (for: Mia Iannucci) 

  21 Short Place    40 Crest Drive North  

  Cresskill, NJ  07626   Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  Amount:  $70.00    Amount:  $70.00 

 

David Paz    Margaret Outlaw     

  (for: Avia Paz)   (for: Ian Outlaw) 

  105 Mezzine Drive   97 Hillside Avenue  

  Cresskill, NJ  07626   Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  Amount:  $70.00    Amount:  $70.00 

 

Lidia Pereira    Cristina Bleckman     

  (for: Justin Pereira)   (for: Thomas Bleckman) 

  283 Highland Street   42 Ridge Road 

  Cresskill, NJ  07626   Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  Amount:  $70.00    Amount:  $70.00 
 

  Lana Lipkin 

  (for: Rebecca Gitis) 

  55 Chestnut Street 

  Cresskill, NJ  07626 

  Amount:  $115.00 

 

17. WHEREAS, by resolution of the Mayor and Council, the Borough Clerk was authorized 

to advertise invitations to bidders in connection with Exterior Wall  Repairs to the 

Cresskill Senior Citizen Center pursuant to Documents and Specifications entitled 

“Exterior Wall Repairs to the Cresskill Senior Citizen Center”; and 

 

WHEREAS, after due advertisement, bids were received at the Borough Hall on 

Wednesday September 9, 2015 at 11:00 AM; and 

 

WHEREAS, GK Fotinos LLC, 62 Rockwell Circle, Marlboro, NJ  07746 submitted a 

quotation in the amount of $99,000.00 total base bid price, which appears to be the lowest 

responsible bid received; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Public Works Superintendent and Qualified Purchasing Agent have 

reviewed the said bid and are satisfied that the same can be accepted; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill, County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey, that the “Exterior Wall Repairs to 

the Cresskill Senior Citizen Center” be awarded to GK Fotinos LLC, 62 Rockwell Circle, 

Marlboro, NJ  07746, and that the Mayor and Borough Clerk be, and hereby are, 

authorized to sign an agreement for same, subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. Compliance with all provisions of the Notice to Bidders and applicable Plans and 

Specifications. 

 

2. Execution of a contract. 

 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill hereby waive any informality or irregularity in the bid of the Exterior Wall 

Repairs to the Cresskill Senor Citizen Center.   

 

18. WHEREAS, the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Cresskill entered into the Municipal 

Shared Services Defense Agreement (“MSSDA”) for the purpose as set forth therein, 

which included retaining a common expert in the Declaratory Judgment action 

(“Litigation”) that was filed in accordance with In the Matter of the Adoption of N.J.A.C. 
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5:96 and 5:97 by the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 221 N.J. 1 (2015) 

(“Decision”); and 

 

WHEREAS, the MSSDA identified Dr. Robert Burchell, a distinguished professor at 

Rutgers University, as the expert to be retained; and 

 

WHEREAS, Dr. Burchell became ill and has been unable to complete the obligations 

under the Research Agreement as set forth in the MSSDA; and 

 

WHEREAS, as a result, Rutgers University has exercised its right to terminate the 

Research Agreement as permitted under its terms; and 

 

WHEREAS, the MSSDA requires modification to allow the members to retain one or 

more alternative experts, consultants and/or other professionals for the Litigation; and 

 

WHEREAS, an Amendment to the MSSDA (“Amendment”) has been prepared to 

effectuate the modification; an 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Cresskill recognizes that the 

Litigation requires immediate action and may require further expedited actions by its 

counsel determined to be necessary and appropriate; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Cresskill has determined that it is in 

the best interests of the citizens of the Cresskill to approve the Amendment, and/or to 

affirm and ratify the Amendment, and to authorize their designated counsel to take 

actions on behalf of the municipality with regard to the multiplicity of issues raised and 

associated with the continued implementation of the MSSDA;  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Cresskill, as follows: 

 

1. The terms and conditions of the Amendment to MSSDA attached hereto are hereby 

approved, and/or ratified and confirmed. 

 

2. The Mayor and Borough Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute the aforesaid 

Amendment. 

 

3. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill hereby authorizes Jeffrey R. 

Surenian, Esq., to execute an agreement on behalf of the Borough of Cresskill with 

Econsult Solutions, Inc. 

 

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill hereby authorizes Jeffrey R. 

Surenian, Esq., to execute on behalf of the Borough of Cresskill with the approval of the 

Cresskill’s designated counsel such other agreement(s) as are advisable to effectuate the 

purposes of the MSSDA as amended. 

 

4. The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill further authorizes its designated 

counsel to approve such other changes to the MSSDA as may be necessary to effectuate 

its purposes, and to take action on behalf of the municipality with regard to the 

multiplicity of issues raised and associated with the implementation of the MSSDA 

provided that the action will not require the municipality to appropriate and commit any 

additional funding for the MSSDA. 

 

In the event such changes and actions require the municipality to appropriate and commit 

any additional funding for the MSSDA, Borough of Cresskill shall only be responsible 

for such funding if it authorizes same. 

 

5. If additional monies are needed to effectuate the intent and purpose of the MSSDA, no 

such services shall be authorized by designated counsel without further action from the 

Borough of Cresskill. 

 

6. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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REMARKS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE CONSENT AGENDA 

ONLY [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 

 

19. Richard Calabrese, 42 Engle Street asked when Cresskill had its last reassessment.  

Mayor Romeo said it was 2012.  Mr. Calabrese said if we were reassessed in 2012, how 

are these properties already over assessed?  Council Member Mueller said the number of 

tax appeals has reduced dramatically.  My report referred to the effect of the appeals on 

our budget.  Reassessments and revaluations are expensive and not very accurate.  We’ve 

been discussing a new concept called a rolling reassessment but there is only one 

company in this area that does it.  We would hire them for four years and every year they 

would do a representative sample of 25% of the town.  This way every four years the 

town would be 100% reassessed.  However, we want to be sure this would be smart for 

us to do, and there is not much data on the process as of yet.  

 

No one else wished to be heard. 

 

20. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to close 

he meeting to remarks on agenda items. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

21. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to 

consider all items marked with an asterisk as a single question. 

 

On the question:  The Borough Clerk announced that copies of all items marked with an 

asterisk have been posted in the Borough Hall and made available to the public. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

22. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to adopt 

all items with an asterisk as a single question. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes - Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

************ 

 

PRESENTATION OF BILLS 

 

23. Resolution by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Cleary:  

 

(Resolution in full on pages 128A through 128D.) 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 

 

 

REMARKS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE BOROUGH 

[Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 

 

24. Mr. Calabrese said it seems he hears the fire truck sirens heading up to the homes in the 

Tammy Brook and Tamcrest areas much more often compared to the rest of the town.  

Mayor Romeo said there are roughly 250 houses up there, which would be about 10% of 

the town and all of them have alarm systems.  Most times they are false alarms.    

 

 Mr. Calabrese said he read a letter in The Record from a resident about the taxpayers 

having to pay for security when President Obama came and now Hillary Clinton is 

coming.  Chief Wrixon said he hasn’t been officially notified by anyone regarding Mrs. 

Clinton’s visit, and it’s totally different because she’s a private citizen.  Mayor Romeo 

said he visited the gentleman that wrote the letter and explained how we tried to get 

reimbursed for Presidents Obama’s visit but were unsuccessful.   
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 Mayor Romeo said Commander Cutolo of the American Legion asked if they could fly a 

hot air balloon over the BBQ Competition & Music Fest the weekend of September 26th.  

I advised him to speak to Chief Wrixon.                      

 

 No one else wished to be heard. 

 

25. Motion by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member Cleary to close 

the meeting to remarks from the public. 

 

 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 

26. Motion at 7:55 P.M. by Council Member Mueller and seconded by Council Member 

Cleary to adjourn the meeting. 

 

 Roll Call:   Yes - Unanimous.  Motion adopted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Benedict Romeo 

Mayor 

 

 

      _____________________________ 

      Barbara A. Nasuto 

      Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 


